
Wrestling with the Sovereignty of God & the Freedom of Relationship 

Romans Chapters 16 
 

 

 

Romans contains more personal greetings from Paul than his other letters combined  

Tells you there is something special here eh? 

And it is funny, Paul in Chapter 16 starts listing names of folks to greet 

Name one you better not forget someone right? 

But you still have to wonder, how does Paul know so many folks in Rome? 

Remember, mobility was at an all time high in this time 

And people like Phoebe in 16:1 had the means to travel as well 

Others like Prisca and Aquilla had both been in Corinth (Acts 18:2) and Ephesus (I Cor. 

16:19) 

In 5 of the cases where Paul mentions folks, they are actually in the same household 

 

• Romans 16:1-2 

In the second letter to Corinth Paul mentions needing “letters of recommendation” (II 

Cor. 3:1-3) 

These were critical in the ancient world as anyone could just show up claiming things 

Like an employment reference 

Cenchreae is on the easter port of Corinth – before they built the canal Corinth had 2 

ports  

The implication here is thet Phoebe is a businesswoman and could travel around 

For Paul to trust her with a letter like this is impressive 

Really DEACON – not gender specific, she was a leader in the church 

Benefactor = implies heavy financial and social implications 

 

• Romans 16:3-5a 

Among Paul’s closest friends 

Not sure how they risked their necks as he says 

Super well known in Ephesus and Corinth 

They returned to Rome when Claudius died 

 

• Romans 16:5:b-16 

Interesting thing you can see here is the names show the ethnicity 

 

- Andronicus and Junia – “of note among the Apostles” = quite possibly witnessed 

the resurrection, Junia is the only female Apostle mentioned by the way 

- Narcissus – famous name in mid century Rome, he was a freedman who rose to 

great heights under Claudius only to incur jealousy from other Romans and to be 

forced into suicide after Claudius’ death, if this is the same man as most assume 

Christians within his family after his death would have had a challenging and 

dangerous time of it 

- Rufus – some think he is the son of Simon the Cyrene 

 



There are 5 groups mentioned here 

If each household had between say 6-20 members, the total number in Rome would be 

between 30-100 

 

• Romans 16:17-20 

Again Paul is not done exhorting 

Like someone going on a trip making there farewells reminding them to water the plants 

though much heavier here of course 

• Acts 20:29-31 

Wonder if this is what Paul has in mind 

Ends with a blessing with shades of Genesis 3:15 

A victory promised in Genesis will be theirs 

 

• Romans 16:21-23 

Timothy is course well known 

He was hand licked by Paul 

Jason and Sosipater may be from Acts 17 & 20 

 

It is interesting, more than half the people mentioned are women 

Often times with wealth, business acumen, Church leaders 

When Paul declares in Gal. 3:28 there is neither “male nor female” in Christ just like 

there is neither Jew nor Gentile, he meant it 

 

• Romans 16:25-27 

Closes with a doxology 

And man does this doxology sum up the whole letter 

(“my Gospel” = personally entrusted with it, not different) 

King Jesus, the long kept secret, unveiling how God has been righteous 
 


